
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

BURGER BULLETIN JUNE 2017 

Mary O’Neill, Director 

Joe Valdivia, Assoc. Director, Lynn Sossi, Assoc. Director 
28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 

http://www.gardencityschools.com/BurgerSchool.cfm  
 

Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 

gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 

students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 

opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

                       
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 2  –  Burger Broncos Baseball; BTC 12:30 PM  

June 5  –  Burger Broncos Baseball; BTC 12:30 PM 

    Picnic to follow game (weather permitting) 

June 6  –  Rain out make up day for Burger Broncos 

                Baseball & Picnic; BTC 12:30 PM  

June 7  –  Burger Broncos Baseball; BTC 12:30 PM  

June 9  –  1/2 Day; School in AM only 

June 13 – Graduation Day! BTC Courtyard; 1:00 PM 

June 16  –  Last day of school! 1/2 Day; AM only 
 

 
 

Jack In The Boxes 
 

by Anthony Fera 
  

I would like to tell you about Jack In the Boxes. 

This toy has a handle. You turn the handle/crank 

around and around. When you do this you will 

hear the song, “Pop Goes the Weasel.” A clown 

puppet will pop up during the song. Surprise! 

The Jack In the Box is a kids toy made by Mattel 

during the 1950’s and 1960’s.  This is when my 

teacher, Mary Jimenez, was a kid. These antique 

toys are fun to play with. I collect Jack In the 

Boxes. My favorite thing is when the clown pops 

up. Surprise! 

 

 

Graduation 
 

by  Aaron Grove 
 

When I looked up graduation on Wikipedia it 

said, “Graduation is getting a diploma or a 

degree or a ceremony which associates with it.” 

When you graduate from Burger, however, you 

don’t get a diploma or a degree. You get what is 

called a Certificate of Completion. If you get a 

diploma, it means you graduated from high 

school. When you get a degree, it means you are 

graduating from a college or university. 

The reason you don’t get diplomas at Burger is 

because it is not a high school. It is a school for 

people with special needs where you receive a 

Certificate of Completion, like when you are 26 

or before you’re 26 years old.  

People who are graduating wear gowns. There 

will be people singing in the choir for the people 

who are graduating. There are families, old 

friends, former teachers and teaching assistants 

that come back to watch people graduate. They 

are there to wish good luck for those who are 

graduating. We will be having cake and punch 

for graduation.  

I feel excited to be moving on but I am sad I will 

not be coming back for fun activities like the 

play or to see the friends I have made over the 

years at school.  



 
  

Beauty and the Beast  
 

By Branson Bellamy 
  

More than a dozen students at BTC 
performed in the Beauty and the Beast 
play.  All the stage performers started 
rehearsals after Christmas break.  There 
were also students who helped with non-
performing tasks, such as stage crew, 
props, tech and sound system. We had 
some talented teaching assistants who 
worked hard painting the backdrops and 
scenery. 
Ms. Amy Swarthout’s team, which 
included Ms. Liz Mullins, Ms. Leslie 
Suchy-Kuclo and Ms. Jamie Derkatch, put 
in many hours creating this musical by 
creating the script and editing the music. 
The entire building, in one way or another, 
was involved in guiding the play in the 
right direction from making costumes, 
building props and putting music together.
  

Eric Hein played the beast and Mary Anne 
Muldoon played Belle.  We also had 2 
students from our High School who 
performed with our group, Latisha Lacy 
and Kassie Mullins.  The dates and times 
were May 23rd at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm 
for Burger Baylor and May 24th at 10:00 
BTC and 1:00 for friends and family, as 
well as others from the school district and 
community. 
When the day of the official play came, 
there was artificial props that the stage 
performers used during the play.  Some of 
the props included a rose, a feather 
duster, artificial food, cardboard art, and a 
candle.  Every individual wore a costume 
of the character they played.  Like the 

movie, the play had a soundtrack. The 
students acted and sang their parts. 

May 23rd, 2017, marked the first two 
performances of the Beauty and the Beast 
play.  Both performances were for Baylor. 
 May 24th was for friends and family and 
community such as the Garden City Police 
and Fireman, and a handful of people 
from Central Office. Everybody who has 
watched the play was pleasantly 
captivated from beginning to end.  During 
the play, I saw other people’s faces filled 
with admiration and tears of amazement!! 
 The true beauty laid within the play - 
seeing all the stage performers having fun 
performing their parts. 
 

  
 

This month, the Burger-Baylor occupational 

therapists had the opportunity to speak to 

parents at the parent support group. We 

loved being able to share some of the ways 

we help our students deal with sensory 

sensitivities and under-responsiveness. The 

parents also had a lot of fun playing with 

the items from the sensory cart! For those 

who were not able to attend the meeting, 

we would like to share some information on 

sensory processing and some ideas to try at 

home over the summer break: 
 

What is “Sensory Processing” and what 

does “Sensory Processing Issues” mean? 

• Sensory processing is how we 

process sensory input from their 5 

senses (taste, touch, sound, sight, 

and smell) and movement.  

• Overly sensitive means just a little 

input to respond.  

• Under Responsive means it takes a 

lot of input to respond.   



• It is common in children who have 

autism to be over sensitive or under 

sensitive.   

A child who is overly sensitive to sensory 

input might:  

• Avoid sound by covering their ears 

(sensitive to sounds)  

• Avoids touching some textures  

(sensitive to touch)  

• Closing/squinting their eyes 

(sensitive to sight) 

• Will eat only certain foods, avoiding 

others (sensitive to taste) 

• Reacts to strong odors (sensitive to 

smells) 

 Child who is under responsive to sensory 

input might: 

• Not respond to loud noises, like 

alarms, or even their name when 

called 

• Not react when tapped on the 

shoulder 

• Seeking input through deep 

pressure 

• Be in constant motion (being on the 

go) 

• Holding things close to their eyes, 

watching things flick or spin 

(seeking visual input) 

• Smell everything 

How can Occupational Therapy help?   

• Recommend activities to promote 

maturation of the sensory 

processing system 

• Provide strategies and/or tools to 

accommodate need 

o for the students who chew 

clothing, we might trial or 

recommend a “chewie” to 

provide the deep pressure 

in their jaw they are 

seeking 

o for a child who is not able 

to sit still, we may 

recommend a fidget toy to 

play with to increase focus 

o for a child who needs deep 

pressure, we may suggest a 

weighted or compression 

vest 

o for a child who is sensitive 

to sound, we may 

recommend sound 

decreased ear muffs 

• We work with classroom staff and 

parents to problem solve strategies 

to deal with unwanted or unsafe 

behaviors 

What are some fun summer activities to try 

at home?   

• Play with water! Lots of our kids 

love to feel and splash in water. 

This can be as easy as filling a small 

tub outside and letting them use 

their hands to splash or find toys. 

• Make your own sensory bin by 

filling a small tub with dry rice, 

beans, sand, etc. You can hide toys 

or educational tools inside (letter 

cards/blocks, cards with “Wh-” 

questions to answer) 

• Make your own weighted blanket 

by filling a sleeping bag with heavy 

pillows or soft toys. Add bags of 

rice/beans to add extra weight. 

• Use chalk to draw on the sidewalk! 

This is a great activity to help kids 

build upper body strength while 

they are in the “crawling” position. 

You can use small pieces of chalk to 

encourage appropriate pencil grasp. 

Thank you for all that you do at home 

with our students! Have a wonderful 

summer! 

 

Burger-Baylor Occupational Therapists 

 



 
 

Summer Fun 
 

by Joseph Wirick 
 

Summer is finally here and there are lots 

of ways to have fun in the sun. You can go 

out to the beach to relax or participate in 

fun activities like building a sandcastle 

and playing volleyball. Or if you can't go 

to the beach, you can enjoy a fun time in a 

swimming pool in your own backyard or a 

recreation center in your town. Camping is 

considered a really fun summer activity. 

You can enjoy the wonders of the great 

outdoors and share fun times with friends 

and family. It is also a great time for 

sunbathing as long as you remember to 

always use sunscreen.  

There are a lot of movies to see during the 

summer like Spider-man: Homecoming, 

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell 

No Tales and Cars 3. You can also watch 

movies in the comfort of your own home. 

Barbecue dinners are fun to have with 

your family. Family vacations are also 

popular around this time of year. You can 

go with your family to spend time together 

in theme parks like Six Flags, Seaworld or 

Walt Disney World. A walk in the park 

can be really enjoyable in the 

summertime. You can go roller skating or 

skateboarding in a skate park or rink. You 

can also fly a kite. One way to beat the 

summer heat is to have a refreshing ice 

cream. Planting a garden is fun to do so 

that your home is filled with beautiful 

flowers and delicious naturally-grown 

food. There are a lot of fun things to do 

during the summer with your friends and 

family. I hope you all have an exciting 

summer! 
 

 

 
 

Burger Transition Center is going 

botanical! 

by Room 4  

This fall, Mrs. Bonnau’s class is taking 

on a new endeavor.  A greenhouse has 

been donated to us and we are going to 

use it. 

Greenhouse/Gardening/Horticultural 

101 has been added to the BTC 

curriculum.  This course is designed to 

give students a learning experience 

focusing on plant (vegetable and flower) 

life beginning with the germination 

stage into adult life. Students will learn 

about seedlings, proper potting, types 

of plants and maintenance. The students 

will create and maintain a greenhouse 

and the produced vegetables will be 

used at school to support healthy eating 

and also donated to the food pantry. 

The course is also designed to teach 

students how to maintain areas of the 

courtyard, through lawn and garden 

maintenance.  

Though this will be a class, we are 

hoping that the whole school be involved 

in this project.  Our garden will need 

the love and care of others to maintain. 

 Any donations to this project would be 

appreciated! Split perennials, tools, 

flats of flowers, pots, etc. would help us 

in getting started. 
 



        SPIDERSPIDERSPIDERSPIDER----MANMANMANMAN: : : : HOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMINGHOMECOMING    By Brandon DavisBy Brandon DavisBy Brandon DavisBy Brandon Davis        Within the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), we've what life's like as an armored billionaire, a '70's music-loving galaxy guardian, a thief who can grow and shrink into sizes, and other life styles like that. However, the one thing we didn't experience in the MCU is seeing what it's like being a super hero in high school. That's right, I'm talking about everyone's friendly neighborhood Spider-Man. Spidey had been the star of T.V. shows, video games, comics, and feature films. Most recently, Marvel Studios wanted to bring Spider-Man to the MCU and they made a deal with Sony Pictures to do just that. The movie takes place many months after his appearance in Captain America: Civil War. It shows Peter Parker trying to balance his life as a high school student, while fighting crime in New York City as Spider-Man. Unfortunately, a new threat, known as the Vulture came to cause a lot of trouble around the city and only Spidey, himself can stop him.  The movie also has new costume designs for Spider-Man's suit. The one made by Tony Stark and Peter’s home-made version have a style unique to the MCU. Kind of like Iron Man’s new suit, which is based on the armor from the Ultimate Iron Man comics. The cast include Tom Holland (Peter Parker/Spider-Man), Michael Keaton 

(Adrian Toomes/Vulture), Robert Downey Jr. (Tony Stark/Iron Man), Zendaya (Michelle), Bokeen Woodbine (Herman Schultz/Shocker), Laura Harrier (Liz Allan), Jacob Batalon (Ned), and Marisa Tomei (May Parker). The music for Spider-Man: Homecoming is done by Michael Giacchino, who has done a number of films scores like Super 8, Zootopia, Jurasstic World, and Doctor Strange. The studio also uses the movie to pay homage to past Spider-Man films and to filmmaker, John Hughes (Sixteen Candles, The Breakfast Club). As a MCU fan and a Spider-Man fan, I just don't want to wait anymore, because it's going to be so good! Be sure to get a chance to see this movie, staring your friendly neighborhood Spider-Man. Due in theaters July 7th, 2017. 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

by Eric Selix 
 

To all of the students, parents, 
committee representatives and staff 
members who provided us with articles 
and special announcements; we 
couldn’t have done it without you! 
Special thanks to Mr. Valdivia for 
proofreading and providing his blessing 
for each month’s edition. Extra Special 
thanks to Mrs. Michelle Guernsey and 
her class for printing and distributing the 
paper at Burger-Baylor. Have a safe, 
memorable and enjoyable summer! 
 


